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LITERARY NOTES.
MESSRS. John Wright and Co. will in a few weeks issue a
volume entitled Operative and Practical Surgery, by Mr. T.
Carwardine, Assistant Surgeon to the Bristol Royal Infirmary.
It will be illustrated with over 5oo original drawings by the
author, and numerous woodcuts. The book is described as
"essentially of a practical character, and designed to sup-
plement the many excellent works on scientific surgery."
We occasionally receive complaints about our index, but in

most cases they prove to be ill-founded, the complainant
having either not looked at all or looked in the wrong place
for what he wanted. Sometimes the fault rests with the
binder, who has put together discordant elements in the
shape of a volume for one half-yearwiththe index for another.
But after all, as even an index, maker is human he is liable to
err, and we are not bold enough to affirm that no mistakes or
omissions are to be found in our index. Aliquando bonus
dormitat Homerus. We have sometimes had trouble with
what Lord Randolph Churchill called " double-barrelled
names," and we once unintentionally conferred the honour of
knighthood on a worthy practitioner who rejoices in a Christian
name which bears the seal of canonisation, by changing the
" St." into " Sir." Such mishaps are, however, so rare as to
deserve to be regarded as exceptions which prove the rule.
Its very correctness makes our index dull reading. How en-
tertaining an index may be, the following example (which we
take from ths April number of the Practitioner) shows:
The ecoentricities of the index maker are sometimes almost as amusing

as the vagaries of the printer's "devil." The following, even if it be no
new, Is good enough to be repeated. A learned clerk of Oxenford, who
was Interetted in the subject of the Immaculate conception, wished to
consult a rare work on that theological dogma, which he had been told
was in the library of a certain college. The catalogue, however, gave no
clue, and, after exhausting his ingenuity in the matter of possible entries,
the divine was driven to applyto the custodian, who, with the weary
smile of one who has had long experience of human stupidity, at once
directed him to the subject heading "Obstetric Anomalies," where, sure
enough, the elusive tractate was found !
It was, if we remember aright, the prophet Habakkuk of
whom Voltaire profanely said that he was capable de tout. He
might with less irreverence and more truth have said this of
the index maker.
M. F. P6rot recently published in the Centre Medical an

interesting essay on Jean Aubery (1559-I623), who was physi-
cian to the King of France at Moulins, and medical superin-
tendent of the mineral and medicinal waters of the Bourbon-
nais. Among Aubery's works was one on the same subject as
Ovid's BAmedium Amoris; it was published in I599 under the
title L'Antidote de l'Amour, avec un ample discours contenant
la nature et les causes d'iceluy, ensemble le8 remSdes les plus
singulier8 pour se prdserver et gu6rir des passions anwureuses.
This work was made the subject of the following epigram by
J. Pontoise, a friend of the author, and the latter was so
pleased with it that he printed it on the title page of his
second edition:

Rien ne nous sert la mddecine
Contre les amoureux appas.
Les simples sont bons pour la mine,
Mals cela ne nous gu6rit pas.
Voulez-vous'savoir un remede,
Pour en gudrir tout en un lour ?
Il ne faut qu'une femme laide,
C'est un vrai remede d'amour.

This being holiday time we have ventured to act in the
spirit of the maxim, Duke est desipere in loco; by Englishing
these lines as follows:

Against the wounds of Cupid's dart
No salve is found in leech s art;
Medicine may make the pale cheek glow
But cannot cure the lover's woe.
Love's raging fever to allay
And cure the sufferer in a day,.
Just give him an ill-favoured mate:
That's a specific for his state.

Climate, the new quarterly journal of health and travel, ably
edited by Dr. C. F. Harford-Battersby, quotes some interest-
ing letters from former students of Livingstone College, now
at work in various parts of the world. Among these is one from
Mr. Jackson, which gives a good idea of the benighted state of
the natives of Inland China in regard to medicine. He says:
Mr. Eacles little thinks of the nuisance he is:preparing for the Chinese

patients by forcing his students to believe in asepsis! The Chinese

believe dirt helps to cure, and'are not at all willing to have soap and water
applied to their wounis, The wife of the boys' Chinese teacher of our
school came crying one day with pain around her eye. She had first two
days previously, consulted a Chinese doctor, and obeyed his instructions
by rubbing her eye with a raw onion ! A soldier, whom I was called to
see. had deep cuts in the muscle of the anteriorregion of the thigh caused
by an explosion from a gun. The flesh was literally torn open in all direc-
tions, and blood still escaping. But sighting the blood vessel was no easy
matter, for daubed and plastered all over the wounds and surrounding
flesh was a dark-brown, sticky substance, in parts quite three-quarters ot
an inchthick. This, I was informed bythe Mandarin, was a mixture of wild
rhubarb and eggs, made up by the native doctor. The soldier was un-
willing to have it removed, because It would pain him, though I told him
his life depended on it. He was very pale and weak though loss of blood
andone could see death was sure unless the escape of blood was stopped.
The Mandarin came here in the evening, and apologised for the soldier's
unwillingness, and exeused him, saying he did not understand. The
soldier died the following morning.
In a work just published (Histoire d'un Visionaire au XVIII

Siacle) Dr. Gilbert Ballet, professeur agr6g6 in the Paris Faculty
of Medicine, discusses the personality of Swedenborg from a
psychological and pathological point of view. Swedenborg
was the most original of the mystics who have been the sub-
jects of hallucinations, and he was also the most prolific in
publishing his visions. He was the " Prince of Seers."
Dr. Henrot presented to the Academie de Mddecine, at its

meeting on April 3rd, a History of the Medical School of
Rheims. The old University of that city was once in great
favour with British students, who for one reason or another,
found a difficulty in getting a medical degree in their own
country. Its most brilliant period was from 1550 to 1774, when
it enjoyed the same privileges as the " Facultas Saluberrima "
of Paris. During the two centuries referred to, Rheims con-
ferred the doctor's degree on 4,ooo candidates. In the present
century Rheims has been at different times a secondary and a
preparatory school of medicine. It is now simply a "s chool."
without university rank.

CORRESPONDENCE,
NON-DIABETIC GLYCOSURIA.

SIR,-Dr. Saundby's interesting lecture on this subject
suggests forcibly to my mind that we must Dot omit the
nervous factors when dealing with these cases. Last summer
I had a rather heavy mental strain, besides the work of
ordinary practice, and though well in every other respect
sugar to an appreciable extent was discovered in my urine.
This was only found out by accident, and in this way. I was
taking out at the time an insurance, and as a matter of form a
medical friend tested the urine, and surprised me greatly by
informing me that sugar was present, with a specific gravity
of 1040. Il had had no polyuria, no thirst, or other diabetic
symptom. Proper diet soon reduced the amount, but did not
entirely eradicate it, but when the mental strain was taken
off, even with ordinary diet the sugar disappeared in toto, and
there has been no return since.-I am, etc.,
Hastings, April x6th. J. STENSON HOOKER, M.D.Durh.

FEES OF LOCIJM TENENS OF DISPENSARY MEDICAL
OFFICERS IN IRELAND.

SiR,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt ofthe following sums
towards defraying the expenses of Dr. Henry; the circum-
stanceshavebeen explained intheBRimsHMEDICALJJoURNALOf
March 31st. It would be well, however, to quote a few extracts
from the letters which have accompanied the contributions:
" I do not think there was ever a more important case than Dr. Henry's

which will settle by the decision of the Superior Courts whether the Local
Government Board or the guardians can fix the amount of the fees of the
Zocum tenens in workhouses and dispensaries, and also which Board has
the right to grant holidays."
"An important case."
"I wish him every success, and hope he may'receive the practical sym-

pathy of dispensary medical men tbroughout Ireland. My locum tenens
was ne lyin the same position."
"This should be helped on by all dispensary,doctors."
At the autumn meeting of the North of Ireland Branch of

the British Medical Association (October 26th, x89g), the fol-
lowing resolution was unanimously carried, and, as it bears
closely on the subject, I venture to quote.it:
That with a view to secure uniformity of fees for extra-professional

assistance rendered under the New Dispensary Regulations in Ireland,
and of fees for services as locum tenens, and to prevent friction between the
Boards of Guardians and their medical officers, this meeting suggests


